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may not depart until it is in compli-
ance with these requirements. 

(b) When determining compliance 
with applicable stability requirements 
the vessel’s draft, trim, and stability 
must be determined as necessary and 
any stability calculations made in sup-
port of the determination must be re-
tained on board the vessel for the dura-
tion of the voyage. 

[CGD 89–037, 57 FR 41828, Sept. 11, 1992] 

§ 196.15–10 Sanitation. 
(a) It shall be the duty of the master 

and chief engineer to see that the ves-
sel, and, in particular, the quarters are 
in a clean and sanitary condition. The 
chief engineer shall be responsible only 
for the sanitary condition of the engi-
neering department. 

§ 196.15–15 Examination of boilers and 
machinery. 

(a) It shall be the duty of the chief 
engineer when he assumes charge of 
the boilers and machinery of a vessel 
to examine them thoroughly. If any 
parts thereof are in unsatisfactory con-
dition, or if the safety-valve seals are 
broken, the fact shall immediately be 
reported to the master, owner, or 
agent, and the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection. 

§ 196.15–18 Loading doors. 
(a) The master of a vessel fitted with 

loading doors shall assure that all load-
ing doors are closed watertight and se-
cured during the entire voyage except 
that— 

(1) If a door cannot be opened or 
closed while the vessel is at a dock, it 
may be open while the vessel ap-
proaches and draws away from the 
dock, but only as far as necessary to 
enable the door to be immediately op-
erated. 

(2) If needed to operate the vessel, or 
embark and disembark passengers 
when the vessel is at anchor in pro-
tected waters, loading doors may be 
open provided that the master deter-
mines that the safety of the vessel is 
not impaired. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, 
‘‘loading doors’’ include all weather-
tight ramps, bow visors, and openings 
used to load personnel, equipment, 
cargo, and stores, in the collision bulk-

head, the side shell, and the boundaries 
of enclosed superstructures that are 
continuous with the shell of the vessel. 

(c) The master shall enter into the 
log book the time and door location of 
every closing of the loading doors. 

(d) The master shall enter into the 
log book any opening of the doors in 
accordance with paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section setting forth the time of 
the opening of the doors and the cir-
cumstances warranting this action. 

[CGD 89–037, 57 FR 41828, Sept. 11, 1992] 

§ 196.15–20 Hatches and other open-
ings. 

(a) It shall be the responsibility of 
the master to assure himself that all 
exposed hatches and other openings in 
the hull of his vessel are closed, made 
properly watertight by the use of tar-
paulins, gaskets or similar devices, and 
in all respects properly secured for sea 
before leaving protected waters. 

(b) The openings to which this sec-
tion applies are as follows: 

(1) Exposed hatches. 
(2) Gangway and other ports fitted 

below the freeboard deck. 
(3) Port lights that are not accessible 

during navigation, including the dead 
lights for such port lights. 

(c) The master at his discretion may 
permit hatches or other openings to re-
main uncovered or open, or to be un-
covered or opened for reasonable pur-
poses such as ship’s maintenance while 
the vessel is being navigated: Provided, 
That in his opinion existing conditions 
warrant such action. 

(d) In the event the master employs 
the discretionary provisions of this sec-
tion after leaving port he shall cause 
appropriate entries to be made in the 
official log or equivalent thereof set-
ting forth the time of uncovering, 
opening, closing or covering of the 
hatches or other openings to which this 
section applies and the circumstances 
warranting the action taken. 

(e) The discretionary provisions of 
this section shall not relieve the mas-
ter of his responsibility for the safety 
of his vessel, equipment or persons on 
board. 
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